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TYLER, William Wat 
 

Private, 9450 
1st Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Tuesday, 8th June 1915 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Dickebusch New Military 
Cemetery, Belgium 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 
 

William Wat Tyler, or Wat as he was known, was born at Haverhill in 1893, the only 
son of Wat Tyler and Emily, nee Backler. 
 
Wat’s father was born in Ridgewell, Essex in 1870, where his father, John, was a 
knife grinder and they lived in a house cart on the village green.  By 1881 John, then 
a widower, was living with his three children at Diggens Road, Haverhill.  The family 
later moved to 3 Turner’s Yard, Hamlet Road, with John and his two sons, John and 
Wat all working as cutlers. 
 
Wat’s mother was born in Haverhill in 1872, to parents George and Susan.  They 
lived at 7 Croft Row with Emily and many of her family working as factory hands. 
 
Wat and Emily were married on 25th April 1891 at St Mary’s Church, Haverhill.  They 
lived at 38 Mill Road where they raised three children, Nellie born in 1892, Wat, and 
Daisy born in 1896. 
 
Wat senior was an accomplished 
musician and played cornet in the Town 
band (pictured seated 2nd from left).   
 
By 1911 he was a house painter with 
Emily a machinist and they lived with 
daughter Daisy, at 8 Meeting Walk.   
 
 
 
Young Wat had joined the 1st Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment in 1909, No 9450, 
where he too showed his musical talent as a Bandsman. In 1911 aged 18 years he 
was at Stanhope Lines, Aldershot. 
 
Young Wat worked as a stretcher-bearer at the Front from August 1914.  Ever bright 
and cheerful, he was popular with his many friends, and his numerous local 
acquaintances welcomed him when he came home on furlough periodically.  He was 
described as a conscientious, hard-working chap and was always ready to give a 
helping hand when required. 
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The 1st Bedfordshires were heavily engaged during the Battle of Ypres (also known 
as the Second Battle of Ypres) and during April, May and June 1915, they fought at 
Hill 60 during the initial capture and subsequent defence that saw them lose so many 
men that they were effectively rebuilt twice during the fighting.  
 
The war diaries for June 1915 record:  
1 Jun 1915: Hill 60 Battn moved into trenches at Hill 60 relieving 1st Dorset Regt. Casualties 
3 wounded.  
2 Jun 1915: Things have been very quiet in these trenches recently, but enemy shelled 
Head Quarters & railway cutting at intervals during day & night, with 4.9 howitzers. 
Casualties slight 2 killed, 3 wounded.  
3 Jun 1915: Quiet day. Casualties - 7 wounded.  
4-5 Jun 1915: Situation normal 1 killed, 7 wounded. 
6 Jun 1915: Some of our trenches shelled accurately by 15 prs. Parapets brought down on 
self & other officers on two occasions.  
7 Jun 1915: Two trench howitzers under R.A. supervision brought up to trenches & opened 
fire on German machine gun positions. Casualties - 11 men wounded.  
8 Jun 1915: HQ & railway cutting shelled with howitzers. Casualties - 2 killed, 21 wounded. 

 
Wat Tyler died from wounds received on 8th June 1915 in No.14 Field Ambulance.  
He was 22 years of age.  A letter was received by his parents from Corporal H. 
Bourne: 

‘I feel it is my duty to take the liberty of writing to let you know about 
your son.  On the morning of the 8th he was staying in a bomb proof 
shelter about ten yards from our dressing station.  All had been 
unusually quiet, when suddenly a large shell struck the corner of his 
place, and he was unfortunately hit in several places, his arm and hip 
being worst, but no bones were broken.  I soon dressed his wounds, 
and when he left for the Field Ambulance he hadn’t recovered from 
shock, from which, I understand he died shortly afterwards.  One thing 
I’m sure of, and that is, he must have passed peacefully away.  I and 
my comrades offer our deepest sympathy.’ 

 
Wat Tyler was buried in Dickebusch New Military Cemetery, near Ypres, Belgium.  
 

 (Photo courtesy of CWGC) 
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Wat is also remembered on the memorial at St Mary’s Church.   
 
A wreath was laid at the Haverhill War Memorial with the inscription: 

 
‘In loving memory of our dear boy, Bandsman W. Tyler,  
died of wounds June 8th 1915,    
from Mum, Dad & Sisters.’ 
 

He was awarded the 1914 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.   
 


